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“A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
shall perish…Getting treasures by a lying tongue is the fleeting
fantasy of those who seek death.” (Proverbs 19:9, 21:6)
February 26,in
2011
“Freedom of the press is an important safeguard
theSample
defense
of liberty. That is why the Founders included it in the 1st
Amendment. However, it is not a license for the press to lie to
gain a financial or political advantage.” –Dave

UNSHACKLED
While it is tempting to limit today’s press
from violating our liberties, the danger to
the future is even greater. Any justification
for such restrictions can be twisted by
liberty’s opponents in the future to
institute despotic measures.

The

1st Amendment protects not
only individual
rights, but also
ensures the freedom of the press. Although
the current state of our press is corrupt
and intent on destroying constitutional
conservatism, I oppose any restrictions on
the press.

This must be avoided at all costs.
It is true that we are living in trying times,
where American society has never been
more divided. I wrote in 2006 that we are
in the midst of a societal civil war.

Our Founders were adamant about a free
press, even though many were targets of
libel and slander. However, they had in
recent years freed themselves from under
the jackboot of a despotic king, of which
their free speech rights had been violated.

For society to change, this war must be
won, not through extreme measures. We
must win this war through a change in the
hearts and minds of Americans.

The current press’ blatant effort to derail
any progress by the Trump Administration
lends itself to a desire to limit a free press.
There is a more perfect way to deal with
this, of which I will address in the “To the
Streets” page.

We do so by teaching that this nation was
founded on biblical principles. It was those
principles that guided our Founding
Fathers, and we must follow the same path.
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From the founders

Alexander Hamilton did not believe a Bill of Rights was necessarily required.
As you read Federalist #84, you see that Hamilton believed the Constitution
itself was a Bill of Rights. Nevertheless, the Anti-Federalists insisted that the
proposed Constitution be amended after ratification to include a Bill of Rights.

“What is the liberty of the press? Who can give it any definition which would not
leave the utmost latitude for evasion? I hold it to be impracticable; and from this I
infer, that its security, whatever fine declarations may be inserted in any constitution
respecting it, must altogether depend on public opinion, and on the general spirit of
the people and of the government. And here, after all, as is intimated upon another
occasion, must we seek for the only solid basis of all our rights.” Alexander
Hamilton, Federalist #84
History shows that Hamilton was in favor of a strong federal government. Coming on the
heels of the failed Articles of Confederation, Hamilton and the rest of the Federalists knew
that a strong, but limited, central government was required to run the affairs of the state.
Conversely, history has also proved the Anti-Federalists to be prescient in their fears of
any violation of individual liberties at the hands of a federal government. We see our
current federal government with its leviathan bureaucracy daily violating individual rights
and stifling the free enterprise system that guarantees our pursuit of happiness.
However, the Constitution was designed to limit the possibility of any act of tyranny and to
be able to correct such violations. The majority of that power was enumerated to
Congress, with the House of Representatives being elected by the people, and the Senate
representing the states. The 17th Amendment destroyed the latter’s power of protecting
itself and must be repealed.
Furthermore, if we are to see a return to a press that understands its limited powers, then
WE the People will need to remind them of that fact.
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From the pulpit
“The true liberty and the true freedom is found in the heart, and in the
soul, and in the character of our people. What makes a people great?
What makes a nation great? It is the character of her people. It is the
moral strength of their lives and of their homes.” Dr. W.A. Criswell, “The
True Freedom” sermon, Dallas, Texas, March 21, 1976.
Dr. W.A. Criswell went to be with Jesus 15 years ago, and preached the above sermon 41
years ago. He is more relevant today than when he was alive. Dr. Criswell was the
patriarch of the conservative resurgence of the Southern Baptist Convention, which
brought the convention back into the fold of biblical inerrancy and supremacy.
Dr. Criswell fought for biblical truth because he knew it was not only the foundation of the
American Revolution and the birth of America. He also knew that America would live or
die by its adherence to biblical truth. He also knew that true freedom came from God, as
he states in his sermon above:

“Freedom, true freedom is of the heart. It is of the soul. It is of the character. It is of the
moral fiber of the man. It is of God. The true freedom is a gift of God. It is the Son of God
who lives in our hearts, and in our homes, and through us in our city, and in our state, and
in our nation;‘Blessed is that nation,’ says the Book,‘whose God is the Lord’ [Psalm
33:12]."
A Third Great Awakening is needed in America. We have lost our way when it comes to
understanding how liberty works and the responsibilities of the citizenry, both individual
and corporate. Liberty is not unrestrained freedom; quite the contrary. An expectation of
respecting the individual rights of others, especially those who desire a life pleasing to
God, is incumbent upon liberty being preserved.
The press, primarily the mainstream media, but not singularly, long ago abandoned any
pretense of civic responsibility. As Rush Limbaugh has recently posited, the mainstream
media has become “the foundational base of the progressive movement.”
I’m not naive enough to believe the press was once all in on America. There has always
been some with an agenda and motive to undermine our Constitution. However,
somewhere along the way, the press as a whole lost its moral foundation.
That is a symptom of something greater than the press.
It is a reflection of American society over all.
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to the streets
Independence Day is this Tuesday. Our nation is 241 years old. It is no stretch to
believe that our Founding Fathers would not only not recognize what America has
become, but they would also be very distraught over it. John Quincy Adams’ words
of warning to us should ring loud in our ears:

“Posterity—you will never know how much it has cost my generation to preserve
your freedom. I hope you will make good use of it.”
So how do we in general as citizens make good use of our freedom, and
specifically, in dealing with a corrupt and immoral press? Here are some ideas:
1. Sometime over this long holiday weekend, take time before the barbecue and
fireworks to read aloud to your family the Declaration of Independence.
Understand that this was a legal indictment against the British Crown and
Parliament. The reasons we are America are outlined in this precious document.
2. Turn off television news. If you must watch the news, take FoxNews in small
doses and if you have One America News Network (OANN) available, then
watch them. OANN is the best news network available. Absolutely avoid
watching any network evening news or CNN and MSNBC. They are no longer
trying to hide their open hostility to the Trump Administration.
3. Contact the several mainstream media outlets (and I personally include Fox) and
let them know why you have turned them off. If you think Fox isn’t hostile to
traditional conservative values, especially Christian, then turn on Shepherd
Smith. He is not only open about his homosexuality, but he also blatantly and at
times subtly, mocks traditional Christian values.
4. Learn the truth. First place to do that is the Bible. Jesus promised that we could
know the Truth and that it would set us free. If we believe that God and His word
are true, then we must live our lives as such.
WE the People are responsible not only to past generations who fought and died to
gain and maintain our freedom, but also to our posterity. Will we show ourselves
good stewards of our liberty, or delinquent or derelict in our patriotic duties?
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